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ALGERIA REJEGTS
MEDIATION OFFER

Site for Meeting Is Obstacle
—Foreign Minister Insists
Morocco Pull-Back

By PETER BRAESTRUP
Special to The New York Times

ALGIERS, Oct. 22--Foreign
Minister Abdelazziz Bouteflika
said tonight that Ethiopia’'s
proposal for a three-power con-
ference to end the border fight-
ing between Algeria and Moroc-
co had been rejected.

Mr. Bouteflika repeated his
appeal to the Council of Foreign
Ministers of the African Unity
Organization to intervene,

The three-power proposal, Mr,
Bouteflika said, was made by
Emperor Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia, who arrived here last
night from Rabat in an effort to
mediate the Algerian-Moroccan
crisis.

Mr. Bouteflika said Morocco
had refused an Algerian sug-
gestion that the meeting, which
would have involved Morocco’s
King Hassan II, Algeria’s Presi-
dent Ahmed Ben Bella and the
Ethiopian monarch, take place
“at no matter what African
capital, or in a neutral country,
Switzerland or Scandinavia.”

Mr. Bouteflika said in effect
that the Emperor had a good
idea, but that ‘“no evolution in
either the Moroccan position or
our position had occurred.”

The Foreign Minister gave the
impression that Algeria was not
ready for a peace parley until
after some yielding was appar-
ent on the Moroccan side.

Mr. Bouteflika emphasized the
unchanged Algerian position
that no cease-fire was possible

Continued on Page 8, Columnl
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Continued From Page 1, Col. 5

unless Moroccan troops with-
drew from what Algerians con-| :
sider their territory southwest| :
of Colomb-Béchar. B

“If a cease-fire simply imposes| :
a fait accompli on Algeria, that :
is unacceptable,” he said, Troops| :
of each side, he added, “should; &
return to their original bases.|:
That would lead to a more nor-
mal climate.” |

The conflict . was set off by
Morocco’s revived demand for
talks about the frontiers, drawn
under French rule, and the Al-
gerians’ agreement to ‘discuss
border problems but not the
borders themselves.” Neither
side has changed position.

Mr. Bouteflika declined to-
night to discuss the actual line
of the disputed frontier. West-
ern sources said Algeria had
taken over an area lying with-
in a line drawn by the French
during - the 1954-62 Algerian
war. Morocco insists upon an
earlier French-drawn boundary.

- Mr. Bouteflika said Algeria
sought an African framework
in which to discuss the border
crisis.

He said that Ethiopia’s Dr.
Tesfaye Gebre-Egzy, Secretary
General of the African Unity
Organization, who is now at the
United Nations, had made con-
tact with the African foreign
ministers attending the General
Assembly sessions regarding
Algeria’s appeal for a mediation:
meeting. This appeal was made
last Saturday.

Seek African Reactions

Mr. Bouteflika said that Ethi-
opia’s Foreign Minister, Ato Ke-
tema Yifrou, who accompanied
the Emperor here, was goingi
to cable other African countries
to seek their reaction.

The African Unity Organiza-
tion was formed at the pan-
African meeting in Addis Ababa
last May.

King Hassan II did not attend
the Addis Ababa- Summit SESSIOH Spec]a[ to The New York Times

because of Morocco's claim to| MARRAKESH, Morocco, Oct.
Mauritania. Morocco later rati-,ZZ—Information Minister Abdel-
fied the African unity charter,ihadj Boutaleb said tonight that
drawn up at Addis Ababa, and|fijerce fighting had flared in the
is a member of the organization.!disputed border area 200 miles
However, Western observers southeast of here. \
believe that at a conference of; He charged that 300 motor-
African foreign ministers Mor- jzed Algerian troops, armed with
0CCO V:'Olﬂd find herself with mortars and cannon, tried to in-
few allies. . 'filtrate the Moroccan lines and
Haijle Selassie was expected clashed with royal army troops.
to depart for Tunis tomorrow.| He said it was thought that
There he will talk with Presi- the Algerians were planning to
dent Habib Bourguiba, who has zttack Hassi Beida and Tinjoub,
sought in vain to get the Al-‘gyer which there has been fight-

gerians to agree to a Northijng since Oct. 8. He said they
African foreign ministers’ meet- yere still in Moroccan hands

ing at Tunis Oct. 28. ‘tonight.

The Moroccans are reported) The Minister said the clash
to have agreed to go to Tunis, ¢5llowed two unsuccessful- at-
but have vetoed an offer Dy:tacks launched at dawn today
the Arab League, largely sym- v apout 150 Algerian troops on
pathetic to Algeria, to mediate {4 pases about 100 miles north-

the border conflict. 'east of Hassi Beida.
Tonight there were no fewer,

than four conciliation missions
in Algiers. Ghana's Foreign Min-
ister, Kojo Botsio, arrived sev-

rived yesterday. Arriving today
were an Iragi delegation, headed
by Health Minister Abdessater
Djawari, and an Arab League
group.

ment here tonight on Moroccan
reports that a reinforced Al-
gerian rifle company had at-
tacked two small Moroccan out-
posts closer to Colomb-Béchar—
in Hassi Tirough, south of the
oasis of Erfoud, and near
Zegdou,

New Fighting Reported

Nasser Supports Algeria
Speclal to The New York Times

- There was no official com-||iiy::

SUEZ, United Arab Republic,
eral days ago. The Emperor ar-'Oct. 22—President Gamal Ab-
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The New York Times
Morocco said the Algerians

had made new attacks near
Erfoud and Zegdou (cross).

del Nasser told troops retumingl
from Yemen today that if Al-
geria were subjected to agres-
sion ‘“we will support her revolu-
tion.”

Speaking of the Moroccan-Al-
ger..n  i.oniier dispute, the
United Arab Republic's Presi-
dent said: “We are urging a
We regret

i peaceful solution,
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Associated Press

Morocean soldiers inspect burned military equipment after engagement at Hassi Beida

finding two Arab, two African
countries fighting each' other.”

However, in his hour-long
speech President Nasser did not
try to conceal his regime’s syms-
pathy with President Ahmed
Ben Bella in his conflict with
King Hassan 11. |

Without making  specific ac-
cusations, he said .“imperialists
and reactionaries’” appeared to
be attacking revolutionary Al-
geria, just as, in hig view, these
elements had tried to counter-
attack the nationalist and so-
cialist revolutions of Egypt,
Yemen, Syria and other parts of
the Arab world.

“We supported from its start
the Algerian revolution (against
France) in which there were
one million martyrs,” said Pres-
ident Nasser. ‘“How can Alge-
rians be subjected to aggres-
sion now ?” ’
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United Press International Radiophoto

PROUD PAPA: Charlie Chaplin with his tenth child,
James, born to his wife, the former Oona O'Neill, Sunday.

Of Attacking

Rabat Agency Says Army
Besieges Sahara Forces
—Prisoners Taken

Spectal to The New York Times.

RABAT, Morocco, July 12—
The Moroccan press agency,
which generally represents Gov-
ernment thinking, charged to-
day that tne Algerian Army
had attacked Moroccan frontier
posts in the Sahara.

Moroccan Government sources
refused to confirm or deny the
report, but they seemed eager
to play down the affair,

Algerian troops have taken
nineteen Moroccan prisoners
among auxiliary forces and
wounded ‘“many,” the press
agency said.

The attacke were said to
have taken place near the small
border posts that were taken
over by Moroccan auxiliaries
last week. The Moroccans an-
nounced that they had occupied
SiX posts in an area designated
as a No Man's Land by a
French-Moroccan agreement in
1958,

The Algerians were reported
to have sent several battalions

into the area to prevent further
Moroccan incursions.

Hassan Agrees to Talks

King Hassan II has agreed
to discuss Morocco's frontier
claims with the Algerians. Pro-
visional Government quarters in
Algiers have expressed concern
over the Moroccan incursions

prior to the negotiations.
The Moroccan press agency

said the post of Zegdou, situated
in the region of the southern
limits of Marrakech Province,
had been besieged by Algerian
‘Army units for the last two
days. A small police station
'there was said to be without
‘water and food supplies.

| The dispatch confirmed Al-
gerian reports that the Algerian
Army had forced Moroceans to
evacuate the post of Saf-Saf,

Moroccans Accuse Algerians

Posts on Border

i = e
O MILES 200

The Ncw York Times July 13. 1962
Moroccan troops were said

to have been ambushed at
Boudenib (1) and a force
at Zegdou (2) was reported
to have been under seige.

'fifteen miles inside what is now

considered Algeria.

The Algerian Army captured
seventeen members of the Mo-
roccan Mobile Guard in an am-
bush Tuesday night in the re-
gion of Boudenib, the press
agency said. Some of the pris-
oners were reported to have
escaped.

In the same region, an officer
and one of his men were taken
prisoner while patrolling in a
jeep, the agency added.

It also reported that ‘‘vast
stretches of Moroccan territory”
had been mined. Several vehicles
have been damaged by mine
explosions near Boudenib and *'a
number” of Moroccans have
been gravely wounded and taken
to a hospital at Ksar-es-Souk,
the dispatch continued.

The Moroccan agency gave no
sources for its report on the
'situation in the Sahara.

Political ohservers felt that
the report of alleged Algerian
Army attacks could be intended
as indirect support for the
Algerian Provisional Govern-
ment’s Premier, Benyoussef Ben
Khedda, in his feud with some
of the Algerian Liberation
Army chiefs, including those of
the “western front” along the
Moroccan frontier.
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MEDIATION OFFER

Continuel From Pago 1, Ool. 5
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